
New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter

Brian Murphy, Superintendent of Schools January 2020

     I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season 
with family and friends.  The 2019-2020 school 
year is progressing extremely well.  We continue 
to make great strides with our new educational 
initiatives.  Our focus continues to be centered 
around improving student achievement. The 
district’s Strategic Plan and School Improvement 
Plans are dedicated to meet this goal. District 
strategies are aligned with the commitment in 
providing the best educational opportunities for 
every student in the district. We are truly blessed 
to work with your child, and our staff is committed 
to providing the best educational opportunities 
for every student in the district.  

    One of the highlights of the school year has been 
the implementation of our new Advanced 
Manufacturing Program.  Goodwin College has 
partnered with the New Hartford Public Schools to 
offer this exciting initiative with the 6th grade at 
Antolini School.  Students are utilizing Science,  

 Technology, Engineering, Art and Math to 
develop authentic projects.  Students are working 
with state of the art equipment provided through 
Goodwin College. A professor from the college is 
working collaboratively with our Media Specialist, 
Mrs. Pfeffer to deliver lessons that integrate 21st 
century learning skills.  A culminating project will 
be presented at the college in the spring.  
Our students are enjoying learning in this 
innovative environment. 

     The district’s 1:1 device initiative has been 
extremely successful. The initiative was expanded 
to the 5th grade this school year. Students are 
using chromebooks to research and are 
participating in Google Classroom. Students are 
allowed to bring these devices home to complete 
their work. We are planning to expand this 
initiative next school year. 
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     The district continues to focus on improving 
school climate. The primary schools replaced their 
Positive Behavior Intervention System with a new 
program called the “High Five” initiative.  Students 
learn responsibility and take ownership over their 
decisions. Students are acknowledged for being 
leaders in their school community.  Each school 
organizes Town Meetings to celebrate student 
success. The students and staff have expressed so 
many positive sentiments regarding the new PBIS 
initiative.  

     The Project Playground Committee has done a 
phenomenal job in raising funds for new 
playgrounds at Bakerville and New Hartford 
Elementary Schools. The volunteers on the 
committee have been tireless in their efforts to 
replace the current playgrounds with new age 
appropriate, handicap accessible, inclusive 
structures. The new playgrounds will be enjoyed 
by the schools and the entire community. Please 
read the Project Playground article included in the 
newsletter.

The health curriculum was expanded to 
Kindergarten and first grade.  Students are 
learning about building the proper relationships 
with their peers. The health curriculum in these 
grades will also focus on good decision making as 
well. 

     As you can see the 2019-2020 school year has 
started well.  Many of the new initiatives continue 
to improve the learning opportunities we offer to 
students.  We have the most dedicated, talented 
staff who are committed to seeing your child 
flourish. We would also like to thank the New 
Hartford Board of Education for their commitment 
to excellence for every student in the district. The 
success of the New Hartford Public Schools is due 
to the collaboration of students, parents, and staff. 
We are honored to be given the responsibility of 
educating your child every day, and we will 
continue to do our best every day to meet the 
needs of your children. I hope you have a fantastic 
rest of the school year!

Sincerely, 
Brian Murphy 
Superintendent of Schools
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AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT 

The majority of school time is designed to ensure         
that students strengthen academic skills, develop      
creativity and problem solving, and acquire      
knowledge about a broad array of subjects. In New         
Hartford, we are proud to provide a wide variety of          
experiences for students throughout the school      
year that go beyond the core academic subjects.        
We understand that children have different needs       
and interests, and we want to nurture this.        
However, there are limitations to the activities that        
can be offered during the school day. That’s where         
after-school enrichment comes in. 

For over a decade, the New Hartford Public        
Schools has offered after-school enrichment     
activities for students. These programs are      
designed by adults who work in the school or         
members of the community. Over the years, some        

of our most popular    
programs have included   
yoga, mindfulness, coding,   
art, group games, Project    
Adventure, and cooking. The    
photos seen here are from     
the most recent cooking    
class with Mrs. Wipperman. 

Participation in after- school    
enrichment offers several   
benefits. Students are   
engaged in an activity that     
may provide them with a     
new skill, practice, or    
experience (such as yoga 

or cooking). The physical    
activities allow students to    
further develop teamwork   
and to burn off extra     
energy at the end of the      
school day. During most    
activities, students interact   
with children from other    
classrooms and grades,   
which often leads to new     
friendships. In some   
cases, students work   
with an adult that they     
previously did not know,    
which helps to develop    
stronger adult-child  
relationships within the   
school community. From a    
student perspective, the   
activities are simply fun! 

After-school enrichment is   
offered three times during    
the year﹣in the fall, winter,     
and spring. Groups meet    
once per week for 4-6 weeks. Interested students        
sign up for the activities of their choice and pay a           
fee to participate. Financial assistance is available       
for those who need it. The next session begins in          
January, so check the Friday Folder for offerings        
that might interest your children! Also, if you are         
interested in providing an enrichment activity,      
details can be found in December’s Friday Folder.        
We are always looking for new ideas and new         
experiences for our students.  

#newhtfd follow us on Twitter @AntoliniES 
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High 5 

 . . .  The Primary Climate Committee has been busy 
revamping and rolling out our new positive behavior 
system, High 5.  This change from our former 
system, known as PAWS, was rooted in our desire to 
have a common, positive language for behavioral 
expectations in all settings.  We wanted to establish 
a school climate where appropriate behavior is the 
norm.  Using a language that young students can 
understand, High 5 empowers them to match their 
decisions and actions to the rules.  We believe that a 
positive school climate is fostered by a continued 
commitment to a safe, fun and supportive 
environment for academic and social growth.  We 
believe in teachable moments, as our young 
students are still learning what is appropriate and 
acceptable, and High-5 gives us a common language 
platform to encourage all students to be the best they 
can be. 

 . . . . The High-5 rules were developed by the 
Climate Committee with kid-friendly language that 
was understandable and actionable.  We have 
adopted the following five concrete, specific rules:  I 
will be safe, I will follow directions, I will be kind, 
I will take care of my school, and I will work hard. 
We spent the first five weeks of school teaching each 
rule through modelling and classroom discussions.  It 

is important that our students understand what each 
expectation looks like across all school settings.  We 
utilize our Town Meetings to come together as a  
school community to celebrate the wonderful ways 
we demonstrate positive behaviors.  Together, we 
have been spreading acts of kindness, helping keep 
our school clean and keeping our bodies safe.  

     A Think Sheet will be used restoratively when 
students are displaying behaviors that do not support 
their social and academic growth.   Students are able 
to reflect on their choices and talk through the 
situation with a teacher.  Part of a child’s 
development is understanding how their behaviors 
and choices influence and affect others.    These 
conversations help guide students in demonstrating 
appropriate behaviors in future situations.  Once 
complete, Think Sheets go home, helping to bridge 
the home to school connection so we can support 
our students as a communicative team.   Our next 
steps are to develop a schoolwide reinforcement 
system so we can track our progress and celebrate 
our successes!  
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Dyslexia Meeting the Needs of a 
Neurodiverse Learner  

Dyslexia is a language-based learning difference 
that is neurobiological in origin. This type of 
neurodiversity affects approximately 1 out of 5 
people, and for some can lead to a significant 
struggle when it comes to learning how to read. 
While dyslexia is not something that can be cured, it 
is important to understand that with effective 
teaching practices using research based 
interventions, it is possible to have a successful 
remediation of skills. 

The primary area of impact is in reading.  However, 
children and adults that present with dyslexia may 
also have difficulty with spelling, writing and math to 
name a few.   SLD Dyslexia is considered a type of 
specific learning disability. In New Hartford, we 
utilize a  comprehensive evaluation process to aid 
staff  in gathering sufficient data to determine need 
when considering specialized support. This 
intervention begins with our universal screener 
given to all students in grades k-3 called  Dynamic 
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (Dibels). 
This assessment is given 3 times a year and is 
utilized as a tool to identify students that may be at 
risk for reading difficulties.  Staff are able to use this 
information to consider tiered intervention/supports. 
Many times, students make steady progress 
through our tiered interventions. Since children 
develop at different rates it can be helpful to utilize 
this process and closely monitor progress overtime. 

Our teachers are well trained and provide 
interventions based on specific needs. A student 
with decoding needs may be provided with the 
following intervention supports:  

1. Sound Drill supports: these include showing
a series of letter cards and practicing the
sound symbol association.

Example: 

2. Auditory drills: The teacher would hide the
letter card and only give the sound for
example: /b/ the student would then echo the
sound /b/

3. Sound to letter drills: The student hears a
sound from the auditory drill /b/ writes the
letter b on paper, or may trace in sand or on a
table for a multisensory approach.

4. Students practice the sound patterns they
are working on by reading from words lists
and using sentences with decodable text.

5. Oral reading or fluency practice may include
a short passage or decodable book or poem.
Students may practice scooping words and
phrases to read smoothly and with
automaticity vs. reading word by word. 

6. Leveled Literacy Instruction also provides

follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 
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opportunities for word work/phonics practice. 
(onset and rime, br- ing, breaking words apart 
using syllable division rules etc.) 

7. Additionally, LLI Intervention may
target-language and literary features, of print
with targeted phonics instruction, fluency and
comprehension practice.

*Please note the above is an example of scientific
research based interventions and not necessarily an
exhaustive list of all of our district interventions.*

Sometimes even with targeted intervention a 
student does not make sufficient progress.  When 
this happens, a referral will be made to start the 
special education process.  This can be done by 
school staff, the family or both.  During a PPT, staff 
may recommend completing a comprehensive 
evaluation.  This type of evaluation looks at 
cognitive skills, language skills and achievement in 
the following areas: phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, oral language, vocabulary, comprehension, 
math, spelling and writing.  The State of CT 
provides the following working definition of SLD 
Dyslexia: 

 “Dyslexia is included in the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA, 2004) as a specific learning disability 
(SLD). Dyslexia impacts reading, specifically 
decoding and accurate and/or fluent word 
recognition and spelling. Dyslexia is 
neurobiological in origin and is unexpected 
and/or inconsistent with a student’s other 
abilities often despite the provision of 
appropriate instruction. Dyslexia results from 
a significant deficit in phonological 
processing (i.e., a persistent difficulty in the 
awereness of and ability to manipulate the  

 individual sounds of spoken language). 
Typically students with dyslexia 

have strengths in areas such as reasoning, 
critical thinking, concept formation, 
problem solving, vocabulary, listening 
comprehension and social communication 
(e.g., conversation). Early identification 
and appropriate instruction targeting the 
underlying phonological processing deficits 
that characterize dyslexia may minimize its 
educational impact.” 

Research tells us that good teaching improves 
outcomes for learners.  Our special education staff 
continues to receive targeted training through 
introductory to 
Wilson, Just Words, 
Orton Gillingham, 
Fundations, and 
most recently 
Dyslexia 
Intervention through 
the Readers 
Workshop Model. 
Interventions are 
based on an Orton Gillingham philosophy that 
focuses on structured literacy with explicit 
multisensory approaches. This approach scaffolds 
to build mastery by linking words to language 
through speaking, listening, spelling and writing 
instruction.  

follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 
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In conclusion, it is important to remember that many 
children that present with learning differences such 
as dyslexia will need ongoing repetition before they 
are able to fully generalize skills.  Your ongoing 
partnership in learning will go a long way toward 
their achievement.  Below you will find a few ideas 
for targeting literacy needs. 

Ideas/strategies to try at home: 

Phonics/Word work: 
● Letter/Sound Bingo
● Cut out pictures from magazines and sort

sounds between two consonants like /b/ and
/p/  or /d/ and /t/

● Flashlight Game: Read books with rhyming
patterns and find and locate repeating
sounds with a flashlight

Vocabulary: 
● Read aloud to your child.  Model breaking

apart longer words using prefixes and
suffixes.  (E.g.
unbelievable) Think
/un/ and /able/

● Listen to
audiobooks/podcasts in
the car together

● Games such as
Pictionary, Taboo and
Outburst

Build Sight Words: 
● Use a multisensory approach (e.g. say the

letters aloud
while tapping
each letter, and
writing it in a
sand tray.)

● Sight word card
games and Bingo
are fun ways to build in the practice

Writing: 
● Write a letter to convince you to increase

their allowance or change their bedtime
● Use photos to tell a story
● Keep a journal/diary
● Start a scrapbook

Sources: 

Marzano, Robert J. (2001). Classroom instruction that works : research-based strategies for increasing student 
achievement. Alexandria, Va. :Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Developmentportal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/Specific-Learning-Disability-and-SLD-Dyslexia 

follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 
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Goodwin College Manufactoring

     Sixth Grade students have been given the 
opportunity to learn about the manufacturing 
industry as part of an exploratory collaboration 
between Goodwin College and New Hartford 
Public Schools.  

     Matthew Dadona, Advanced Manufacturing 
Program Administrator, has been working with the 
students as part of their extended Library classes 
with School Library Media Specialist, Karen 
Pfeffer, to bring a hands-on understanding of 
manufacturing into the classroom. 

     Students have followed the engineer design 
process to design cases for miniature Bluetooth 
speakers. The students then used the CADD 
program, Tinkercad, to create 3D designs of their 
creations.  

(Steps 1,2,3) 
Select design / hand draw 

design / 3D CADD designing 

       (Step 4)  
3D printer creating 

product 

(Step 5) 
Final Product 

     The designs were then transformed using 3D 
printers to bring their concepts to fruition. 
Students will next investigate and apply the use of 
robotics as they consider, design, and develop 
products that will solve problems that they identify 
within their community. 

     The program allows students to expand their 
technical capacities while providing them with 21st 
Century skills.  
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     Technology is everywhere! As technology 
continues to permeate classrooms across the 
nation our district administrators, educators and 
support staff have continually worked to adjust and 
learn new initiatives that will drive robust learning 
in the classroom.

     Two of these initiatives are the 1:1 chromebook 
program launched in grade 6 last year and the 
introduction of the Promethean Boards. Both of 
these initiatives were considered a great success 
and have been expanded for this year. Grade 5 
students have been included in the 1:1 
chromebook initiative and Promethean Boards 
have replaced the classroom projector in more of 
our classrooms. They also remain in use in all of 
the Library/Media Centers. 

 The Promethean Boards are interactive boards 
that have not only simplified the learning process 
and made learning more “fun” they have also 
increased the level of engagement between 
teachers and students. Teachers have noticed 
students become instantly engaged during 
instruction. Their enthusiasm to participate in the 
learning process has grown exponentially in all 
grade levels. 

 We are very proud of our 1:1 chromebook 
initiative that was offered to the 6th grade last 
year. As planned we have extended the 1:1 device 
program to our 5th grade students this year. All of 
our students are allowed to take the 
school-provided devices home which allows them 
to extend learning outside of the classroom. 
Safeguards and restriction policies are in place to 
protect and monitor students’ use on the devices 
inside and outside of school. Here’s what some of 
our students had to say about having their own 
device. “It’s great because not every student has a 
computer at home” said Taylor. Abby is happy 
because “the protective case 
allows it to be safe” and Alex 
said, “I like that you can 
search for whatever you 
want, where ever you are. 
You don’t have to be in just 
one place, like school!” 

Together the use of 
Promethean Boards and 1:1 devices work to 
create an interactive vigorous learning 
environment where each student can excel using 
technology that is flexible and portable yet allows 
students to work alone in the classroom or when 
the time is right, connect to one another whether 
in school or at home. 
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You may have noticed the coverage of recent 
ransomware attacks on schools and municipalities 
in Connecticut and elsewhere. It is a serious threat 
that faces anyone who uses the internet. Schools 
and municipalities are increasingly targeted by 
cyber-criminals because they are considered soft 
targets, or unprepared to deal with the complexities 
of modern cyber-crime strategies. School IT 
departments across the state and country are 
working diligently to properly defend against 
viruses, malware, ransomware, and the other 
various forms of cyber-crime.  

The New Hartford Public Schools are taking 
proactive steps to identify and mitigate our risks.  
I would like to give you a little run down of how we 
have been preparing and fighting.  

District and Town Audit- The New Hartford 
Public Schools are partnering with the Town of 
New Hartford to complete a comprehensive audit 
of our computer networks to identify any areas that 
need to be addressed. 

Infrastructure - We did a top-down evaluation of 
our infrastructure, seeking to identify areas of 
vulnerability and mitigate them. We adjusted 
firewall rules and locked down several that were no 
longer in use. We implemented country blocking! 
This effectively disallows connections from 
countries that are the most suspect when it comes 
to cyber-crime. We are also working with other  

vendors to develop better authentication and 
identity management systems. 

Email - Email, being a heavy use system, requires 
heavy attention. We looked at our email system as 
well and plugged some holes and added 
additional measures to reduce the likelihood of 
forged emails coming in undetected. 

Training - We can spend millions of dollars on 
software and equipment and all of that can be 
rendered meaningless by a careless click. The 
user is an important component in maintaining 
security. Training was held to raise awareness 
and equip staff with the knowledge and ability to 
identify cyber threats as well as instill a healthy 
sense of paranoia. Periodic security alerts are 
sent out to inform staff to potential new threats 
and remind everyone of best practices when it 
comes to security. Additional training will be held 
annually and as needed. 

While there is no way to be 100% safe from 
cyber-criminals, we are pleased with where we are 
now and we will remain vigilant. 

Twitter

With the help of social media outlets such as 
Twitter, our teachers and administrators 
connect positively with other educators, 
students and parents. 

@newhtfd 
Please contact your child’s classroom teacher for 
individual teacher accounts. 
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The New Hartford Public Schools PTO has launched a fundraising committee, Project Playground. The 
committee is presently raising the funds necessary to completely replace the aging, outdated playgrounds 
at both New Hartford Elementary and Bakerville Schools. 

The benefits of outdoor recess are numerous. Recess provides children the necessary break they need to 
improve their social, behavioral, emotional, and physical development. That is why we are working so hard 
to provide a safe and exciting place for children to play.  

We are working with UltiPlay and have a fundraising goal of $160,000. This cost includes relocation, 
excavation, mulching, fencing, and all play equipment at Bakerville, New Hartford Elementary and New 
Hartford Preschool. We have chosen specific playground components at each school to meet the needs of 
our current student body as well as any child that may enter New Hartford Public Schools in the future.  

Some specific components are as follows: 

- The 2-5 area has an inclusive play Unity RockR which is designed for kids with mobility issues such as the
use of wheelchairs and especially for children with spina bifida, cerebral palsy and other debilitating
instances.

- There are ground level play activities such as a store front panel and sand & water table for kids that have
severe mobility issues and can’t get out of a wheelchair.

- The 5-12 area has ground level ADA panels that include a gears panel and driver panel.

- The 5-12 area has an inclusive play Unity Hoopla Basket Swing which is designed for kids with mobility
issues such as the use of wheelchairs and especially for children with spina bifida, cerebral palsy and other
debilitating instances.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact us: 

Social Media: https://www.facebook.com/Project-Playground-New-Hartford-271398803744713 

Online: www.projectplaygroundnewhartford.com 

Email: Contact@ppnh.com 

To Donate: 

Donate by Mail: PO BOX 151, New Hartford, CT 06057 

Don www.projectplaygroundnewhartford.com/become-a-sponsor 

by: Jessica Chicoski
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